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Liesing Geriatric Centre

Idyllic gardens for the autumn of life

Liesing Castle was first mentioned in records in 1240. The old castle has been used as a nursing home 
since the mid-19th century. As part of the Viennese geriatric concept, the existing residents’ and nursing 
facilities are to be restructured and reopened under new conditions. While the existing buildings are trans-
formed into residents’ homes, elderly inmates, who are partly sick and in need of care, are moving into a 
new building designed by Johannes Kaufmann and Riepl Riepl Architects. 
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Border hedging around the whole area not only protects the private sphere, but also acts as a windscreen. In that way, it is hoped to provide a 
high quality green area to people with restricted mobility. Remaining space is covered with light-coloured resin-bonded gravel. The seamless 
and plane surface is wheelchair-friendly. In between there is a flower bed with roses and shrubs as well as a bocce court for happy hours with 
friends and family. Not far from there begin the castle gardens with their stock of wonderful old trees. A newly planted row of linden trees next 
to the garage access road rounds up the green development concept. 

The whole building, which was 
erected around existing trees, is 
wrapped in shiny brass lamellas; 
its metallic appearance is coun-
terbalanced by the greenish hue 
of the ground floor. 
The roofed lounge area is divi-
ded into seven so-called garden 
rooms. Fashioned from dark 
wood (thermo-ash), seating is-
lands that are accessible to the 
public offer plenty of seating 
possibilities. 
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Liesing Geriatric Centre offers three accessible atriums inside. Each 
of these three courtyards has received its own concept. The western 
atrium is dedicated to physiotherapy. Differently brushed concrete 
surfaces lie around like broken rocks which are linked together by 
ramps and steps for exercising. The central atrium represents a tamed 
“wild” garden in which rectangular flower beds are filled with sugar-
plum, viburnum and cornelian cherry. In the eastern atrium, the eye 
can feast on classical, so-called topiaries. Here, yew, box and holly 
trees are skilfully clipped to form ball topiaries. 

This space concept is topped by 
a roof garden for people suffering 
from dementia. In one place, the 
loop-like path is roofed by a per-
gola, while in another place there 
are flower beds and seats.

And on the horizon, the old mo-
ated castle can be seen – lovely 
prospects for the autumn of life.
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